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      This is a phrase that often echoes in my brain dur-
ing uncomfortable encounters.  Sadly, it occasionally 
leaks out aloud from my wise-guy mouth as well. 

      What provokes this comment is when I am faced 
with a person that I have perceived as self-centered, 
self-important, or just plain selfish. It can be a re-
sponse to some unnecessary whining.  This is espe-
cially true when the complainant is discussing what 
might be described as a “first world problem.” 

       “Get over yourself!” 

       To be fair, this is also a comment that I will quietly 
mumble to myself when I encounter that guy in the 
mirror.  I can critique myself just as well for being self
-centered, self-important, or just plain selfish.  This is 
especially true when I feel unfairly victimized by an-
other.   I am even harsher in addressing myself this 
way when I suspect that I might have been the victim-
izer who bullied another into seeing things my way, 
which I, of course, perceive as the “right way.” 

       “Get over yourself!” 

       Then we come to Thomas, who has been given 
the title for “Doubting.”   For whatever reasons, he 
missed out on a moment soon after Easter.  When Je-
sus appeared to the disciples (who were in hiding),  
Thomas was not present. Upon his return, the disci-
ples reported that they had seen the Lord. 

        Now, Thomas had traveled with the disciples for 
a long while.  He, along with the disciples, has seen 
more than a few extraordinary, even miraculous, 
things.  Yet, Thomas did not readily accept the wit-
nessed reports from his friends.  They, should have 
told him, “Get over yourself!.”   But, apparently, they 
did not. 

        A week later, the Risen Lord visits again.  He 
could have told Thomas, “Get over yourself!.”   In-
stead, he invites Thomas to confirm that it is the Risen 
Lord. 

       Thomas’s response to this is in offering his per-
sonal witness.  He identifies Jesus as “My Lord and 
My God.”  Might we all replace “Get over yourself” 
as a statement that recognizes the One over us all: 
“My Lord and my God.”                                   
                                                                     - D. Scott Miller 

 

My Dear Parish Family: 

  My announcement to you of my upcom-
ing assignment as Director for the Care of Senior and 
Retired Priests, effective July 1st, has understandably, 
been met with mixed emotions. The words of one of 
our dedicated parish family members, seems to me 
to express a larger feeling on the part of other mem-
bers in our parish family. Here, in part, is their April 
28 letter expressing their concerns to our parish 
council, which we quickly met with to discuss, yester-
day, April 30. 

“We understand and appreciate the difficult decisions 
related to the spiritual and administrative needs of 
the Archdiocese. And we fully understand the need to 
fill the vacancy of the retiring Director for the Care of 
Senior Clergy and Retired Priests. While we are 
saddened to lose Father Bowen, we understand his 
appointment and Father Bowen’s acceptance to serve 
God in that vitally important position. 
 
However, we do not understand how the need to fill 
the Director for the Care of Senior Clergy and Retired 
Priests. position leads to the wholesale reassignment 
of our two other priests, Father Ambrose and Father 
Hilario. We believe there is a need for continuity with-
in the St. John the Evangelist parish, especially now 
with the reassignment of Father Bowen. Reassigning 
our two remaining priests does not provide such 
continuity. At the time we are losing our Pastor, such 
wholesale changes create great uncertainty 
and confusion for us and many of our fellow parish-
ioners.” 
 
As I have shared this sense of the parish with those 
involved in the decision, the office of Clergy Person-
nel has responded quickly to arrange meetings next 
week to meet with our Pastoral Council and parish 
leadership to listen, and to help assure a smooth tran-
sition. In the meantime, let us please pray for every-
one in this.  

While last week's Gospel discussed the True Vine 
who is Jesus, this week we are reminded to live on in 
the Love of the Lord and to be fruitful in the work of 
the Spirit. We will get to the other side of transition. 
(And by the way, when you come to church next 
week, say to your neighbor, “Hey, you and I are the 
continuity here…“  and do that every week with oth-
ers around you.) May it be that others recognize the 
Love which carried us through and that the church is 
everyone. Our foundation is Jesus. I commit to keep-
ing you informed. 

Fr. Gerry Bowen 

 

Querida familia parroquial: 
    El anuncio de mi próximo nombram-
iento como Director para el Cuidado de los Sacer-
dotes Mayores y Jubilados, a partir del 1 de julio, ha 
sido recibido, comprensiblemente, con sentimientos 
encontrados. Las palabras de uno de nuestros dedica-
dos miembros de la familia parroquial, me parece 
que expresan un sentimiento más amplio por parte 
de otros miembros de nuestra familia parroquial. 
Aquí está, en parte, su carta del 28 de abril expresan-
do sus preocupaciones a nuestro consejo parroquial, 
con el que nos reunimos rápidamente para hinlar, 
ayer, 30 de abril.  
   "Entendemos y apreciamos las difíciles decisiones 
relacionadas con las necesidades espirituales y ad-
ministrativas de la Archidiócesis. Y comprendemos 
plenamente la necesidad de cubrir la vacante del 
Director para el Cuidado del Clero Mayor y de los 
Sacerdotes Jubilados que se jubila. Aunque estamos 
Aunque nos entristece perder al Padre Bowen, enten-
demos su nombramiento y la aceptación del Padre 
Bowen de servir a Dios en ese puesto de vital im-
portancia. 
    Sin embargo, no entendemos cómo la necesidad de 
cubrir el puesto de Director para el Cuidado del Cle-
ro Mayor y los Sacerdotes Jubilados lleva a la reasig-
nación al por mayor de nuestros otros dos sacerdotes, 
el Padre Ambrose y el Padre Hilario. Creemos que 
hay una necesidad de continuidad dentro de la par-
roquia de San Juan Evangelista, especialmente ahora 
con la reasignación del Padre Bowen. Reasignar a 
nuestros dos sacerdotes restantes no proporciona tal 
continuidad. En el momento en que estamos perdien-
do nuestro Pastor, tales cambios al por mayor crean 
una gran incertidumbre y confusión para nosotros y 
muchos de nuestros feligreses". 
    Como he compartido este sentimiento de la par-
roquia con los involucrados en la decisión, la oficina 
de Personal del Clero ha respondido rápidamente 
para organizar reuniones la próxima semana para 
reunirse con nuestro Consejo Pastoral y el liderazgo 
de la parroquia para escuchar, y para ayudar a 
asegurar una transición sin problemas. Mientras tan-
to, recemos por todos los implicados.   
    Mientras que en el Evangelio de la semana pasada 
se habló de la Vid Verdadera que es Jesús, esta 
semana se nos recuerda que debemos seguir vivien-
do en el Amor del Señor y ser fecundos en la obra 
del Espíritu. Llegaremos al otro lado de la transición. 
(Y por cierto, cuando vengas a la iglesia la semana 
que viene, dile a tu vecino: "Oye, tú y yo somos la 
continuidad aquí..." y hazlo cada semana con los que 
te rodean). Que los demás reconozcan el Amor que 
nos ha llevado adelante y que la iglesia somos todos. 
Nuestro fundamento es Jesús. Me comprometo a man-
teneros informados. 
 


