Meeting Summary for Magnifica Humanitas Zoom Webinar #2
Quick recap
The meeting was the second session of a parish discussion series on Pope Francis’s encyclical about AI, focusing on the theme of humanity and the need to “disarm” technology. D. began with prayer led by Iris and reviewed the previous session’s themes, including Catholic social teaching and biblical metaphors like Babel and Nineveh. Fr. Ryan gave a presentation on the encyclical’s critique of the technocratic paradigm, the risk of reducing humans to problems to be solved, and the Christian vision of the person created in God’s image. David discussed the idea of “disarming” AI, giving examples of its weaponization, economic risks, bias, and misuse, and contrasted this with the need for technology to be welcoming and accessible. Participants broke into small groups to reflect on whether society can disarm its technology without changing its underlying philosophy, and how to make technology more inclusive. In the large group, Kate, aliciaoelfke, Pat, Danny, and others shared insights about the influence of philosophy, competition, and the importance of shaping AI use according to Christian values. Michelle connected the discussion to Catholic social teaching on subsidiarity, solidarity, and justice, highlighting local actions like community opposition to data centers and the social harms of unemployment linked to AI. The session closed with participants sharing local subsidiarity ideas, such as engaging with political representatives and educating others, and ended with a closing prayer.
